
Faculty of Education Indigenous Research Grant Application – Indigenous Graduate Students Form
Purpose
The Faculty of Education recognizes its institutional commitments and responsibilities to Indigenous Scholarship and Indigenous Education. 
The goal of this dedicated funding opportunity is to support, prioritize, and show commitment to Indigenous Graduate Students within the Faculty of Education. It creates pathways for graduate students to access funding and develop their research programs and goals. 
These commitments respond to the University’s Indigenous Strategic Plan (2016), which lays out the following strategic priorities and associated goals: to “nurture an inclusive campus culture that values Indigenous peoples, perspectives, and ways of knowing,” and to “Achieve excellence in Indigenous research and scholarship.” 
This funding opportunity builds on and enhances the faculty’s own strategic vision to prioritize Indigenous Peoples’ scholarship and center Indigenous research. The funding opportunity aligns with one of the Faculty of Education’s key strategic pillars, which emphasizes the fact that Indigenous Education and scholarship is unique and Sui generis. 
This program is intended to support Indigenous Graduate Students within the Faculty of Education, regardless of their research area, by covering stand-alone research costs that are not supported by their supervisor’s research grants.
Research involving Indigenous peoples in Canada must comply with Chapter 9 of the Tri-Council Policy Statement (2022) on Indigenous research. 
These awards support the cost of research projects of modest scope, one-time requests, and projects of short duration. 
Travel to conferences will NOT be considered. 
Indigenous Citizenship or Membership
In alignment with Western University’s Policy on Affirming Declarations of Indigenous Citizenship or Membership at Western University, applicants who self-identify as Indigenous for this competition must meet the requirements outlined in the policy and follow the processes described therein:
https://indigenous.uwo.ca/initiatives/policiesguidelines/indigenous_affirmation.html
Where a grant application includes positions or opportunities designated specifically for Indigenous Peoples (e.g., research assistants, postdoctoral fellows, graduate students or other roles restricted to Indigenous candidates), all hiring and selection processes must also comply with Western’s Policy on Affirming Declarations of Indigenous Citizenship or Membership at Western University.
Applicants are responsible for familiarizing themselves with and adhering to this policy in all aspects of the application and project implementation.
Amount
[bookmark: _Hlk190767573]The maximum award is:
· PhD. Students: up to $2000.
· MA. Students: up to $1000.
Eligibility
· [bookmark: _Hlk190780556]Applicants must be current full-time Indigenous graduate students in the MA, PhD, or EdD programs in good standing at the Faculty of Education and must not be beyond the traditional funding period (i.e., beyond four years for a PhD student, beyond two years for an MA student) at the time of application.
· This is a one-time request. Applicants who have previously received the award are not eligible to apply again
· Where an applicant self-identifies as Indigenous for the purposes of eligibility, they must do so in accordance with Western’s Policy on Affirming Declarations of Indigenous Citizenship or Membership at Western University and be prepared to follow the required affirmation processes.
Submissions
[bookmark: _Hlk190775622][bookmark: _Hlk190780539]The competition deadlines are April 15 and October 15 (if remaining funds are available).
[bookmark: _Hlk190768523]If the deadline falls on a weekend or statutory holiday, submissions will be accepted on the next business day.
Complete applications, including the applicant’s signature, may be submitted to the Education Research Office via the ONLINE SUBMISSION PORTAL. Late applications will not be accepted. The applicant is responsible for ensuring that the application is complete.
Budget Justification
Adequate budget justification is required. Provide estimated costs for eligible expenditures. Ensure all expenses align with faculty and university pay rates and policies.
· Eligible Research Expenses:
https://www.uwo.ca/finance/forms/docs/research/useofFunds_checklist.pdf 
· Researcher Toolbox:
https://www.uwo.ca/hr/researcher.html 
· Western Travel Procedures:
https://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/policies_procedures/section2/mapp216_procedure.pdf 
Personnel costs: 
Salary and benefits for students, postdoctoral fellows, and research staff. Current employee benefit rates can be found in the Benefit Recovery Rates section located on the HR Services webpage (Researcher Toolbox).  Where positions are designated for Indigenous candidates, researchers must comply with Western’s Policy on Affirming Declarations of Indigenous Citizenship or Membership.
Materials and supplies: 
Provide details, and quotes or advertisements/screenshots showing prices.
Travel: 
Travel requests must comply with Western policies and regulations. Original receipts will be required when travel claims are processed.
Research Travel: Travel to field sites for data collection is appropriate when justified; provide quotes.
Conference Travel: Travel to conferences will NOT be considered eligible for this grant competition. 
NOTE: The cost of alcoholic beverages cannot be reimbursed from this grant fund.
Dissemination Costs: 
Provide details and quotes for publication costs, user workshops, or other activities.
Equipment: 
Provide quotes or advertisements/screenshots showing prices.
Other expenses: 
Provide a brief explanation and quotes/ads/screenshots for all items.
Adjudication
[bookmark: _Hlk190775846]All applications will undergo an initial review by members of the Indigenous Education Advisory Committee. The Advisory Group will review applications for alignment with Indigenous priorities, relationships, protocols, and methodologies; consider the meaningful involvement and leadership of Indigenous Peoples and communities in the proposed research; and provide written recommendations and feedback to the Faculty of Education Research Committee regarding funding priorities.
The Faculty of Education Research Committee will consider the recommendations from the Indigenous Education Advisory Group and will make the final funding decisions.
Applications are adjudicated by the Faculty of Education Research Committee using the following criteria:
· Priority will be given to applicants who are in the second year of their MA or the second through the fourth year of their PhD program. 
· Potential for the project results to have influence and impact within and/or beyond the intended research audience or community.
· Probability that the objectives will be met.
· Appropriateness of the requested budget, justification of proposed costs, and, where applicable, other financial and/or in-kind contributions; and

Project Time Period
[bookmark: _Hlk190780352]Grants will be available for ONE YEAR. If funds remain in the account as of the end date, the grant will automatically be extended for one year. Upon termination of an award, any unspent balance will revert to the fund. 
Ethics
All research proposals involving human and/or animal subjects must be approved by the appropriate Western Research Ethics Board. Funds will be encumbered, and the project may not commence until the investigator receives appropriate approvals.
Use of Funds
· Investigators are expected to expend the funds in the manner proposed in the original request. 
· If an award is less than the amount requested, the principal investigator is free to move money from one category to another to make up a shortfall, but not into categories specifically disallowed by the review committee. Approval for new categories may be granted in special circumstances upon written request. 
· Applicants are personally responsible for any over-expenditure of the grant. 
· All assets purchased with internal grant funds become the property of Western University.
Final Reports 
A final report detailing the achievements from the grant, including the impact on the development of HQP, publications, applications for external funding, and collaborations, must be submitted via the ONLINE FINAL REPORT FORM to the Research Committee within 60 days of the project's completion. Final reports must be submitted before new applications are considered. 
Questions
All questions should be directed to the Research Officer, Faculty of Education (edu-researchoffice@uwo.ca).

Part 1: Application Team Members
	Applicant Information:

	Applicant’s Name:
	

	Western Email Address:
	

	Program:
	☐PhD
	☐MA
	☐EdD

	Year:
	☐1
	☐2
	☐3
	☐4
	☐5+

	First nation community:                      

	Do you have your supervisor’s support?                                                                  ☐Yes                         ☐No



	Supervisor’s Information:

	Supervisor Name(s):
	

	Email:
	

	Rank:            ☐Full Professor           ☐Associate Professor           ☐Assistant Professor           ☐Other:



Part 2: Project Information
	Part 2-1

	Name of Project:

	Does this project require:                                    ☐Human Ethics                    ☐Animal Use                    ☐Biohazards

	If yes, have you granted a Human Ethics number?                                                   ☐Yes                              ☐No

	If yes, provide protocol number: 

	Estimated timeline for this project:



	Keywords (max 5):






	Part 2-2

	Have you previously applied for this grant?                                                             ☐Yes                         ☐No

	If yes, were you successful?                                                                                      ☐Yes                         ☐No




	Part 3: Proposal
	Please write a one-page max (11-point minimum font) 
· Project overview 
· Research goals or questions
· Importance or relevance of the research (including impacts for Indigenous communities, if applicable)
· Methods/approach

	








[bookmark: _Hlk184897935]
Part 4: References
Please provide a list of your cited references (one-page max).
	




Part 5: Budget and Justification

	Description
	Amount

	Personnel costs (Research Assistants, etc.)

	
	

	Travel and accommodation (funds needed to carry out research)

	
	

	Technical Services

	
	

	Materials and Supplies

	
	

	Other (please describe)

	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	




Part 6: Signature
	Signature of Applicant:
	

	
Date: 
	

	
Signature of Supervisor:
	

	
Date: 
	

	
	

	
	



Part 7: Attachments          
	[bookmark: _Hlk190780820]Please attach the following supporting documents at the end of this application and submit them as one combined file.




Submit
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